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CHRIS Announces a Special World Bank Presentation on Haiti 

Costa Mesa, California, USA --  Organizers of the Caribbean Hotel & Resort Investment Summit (CHRIS) 
have announced that a special presentation has been added to the program that will focus on Haiti and the 
hotel sector’s critical role in the reconstruction efforts.  Cecelia E. Rabassa, Chief Investment Officer, 
International Finance Corporation (IFC), World Bank Group, will address the CHRIS attendees on efforts 
being made by the World Bank Group. 
  
“As Haiti moves from relief efforts to reconstruction efforts, the hotel industry is expected to play a critical role 
in providing temporary housing for aid workers, NGO’s and all those involved in re-building Port-Au-Prince 
and surrounding areas in Haiti,” said Jim Burba, President of CHRIS host BHN.  “Hotels were not spared the 
tremendous damage that occurred on January 12, 2010, and will need to be built, or re-built quickly, to 
provide some of the necessary infrastructure to house those coming to Haiti to help with the rebuilding of the 
country.  We are pleased that the World Bank is focusing on this challenge and that they are able to provide 
an update to CHRIS delegates on the needs and the type of support available,” Burba added. 
 
In recent days CHRIS has added a Silent Auction to the event, which will benefit Partners in Health, a 
prominent aid organization which was already active in Haiti before the earthquake, and which is now 
providing much needed medical support to earthquake victims.   
 
CHRIS will focus on hotel and tourism investment opportunities in the Caribbean and will be held annually 
in Miami, the financial and transportation gateway to the Caribbean region.  
 
Visit www.CHRISconference.com for more CHRIS information. 
 
About the Host: 
BHN is the worldwide leader in developing and organizing conferences for the hotel and tourism investment 
community.  With more than two decades of experience, over 70 events completed to date, and more than 
56,000 international delegates, BHN conferences have become “must attend” events for industry leaders 
who come together to network, conduct business and to learn about the latest trends.   
BHN events include: the Americas Lodging Investment Summit (ALIS) in San Diego; the ALIS Summer 
Update in Los Angeles; the Central America Tourism & Hotel Investment Exchange (CATHIE) to be held in 
El Salvador in 2010; the Caribbean Hotel & Resort Investment Summit (CHRIS) in Miami; the Hotel 
Investment Conference Asia Pacific (HICAP) in Hong Kong; HICAP Update Southeast Asia in Singapore; 
HICAP Update Japan in Tokyo; and the Hotel Investment Forum India (HIFI) in Mumbai. The BHN website 
at www.Burba.com is the gateway for information about the conferences BHN produces, as well as a direct 
link to important players in the hospitality investment world.  
 


